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willilly encouraging narrow and partial views of the
State and of political and social science, comes with a bad grace
when we remember how lamentably little the educated classes
of Germany 3 with their twenty-two universities and their un-
equalled system of higher schools, have done to meet the
intellectual needs and longings of the masses, and to "bring
within tieir reach the knowledge, the culture, the civilising in-
fluences which wealth has at command yet so seldom appreciates.
Something is being done to bridge the gulf between classes
which inequality of educational opportunity far more than
Inequality in material condition has created, and it is a hopeful
sign that it is the rising generation which is taking upon itself this
work of conciliation. In not a few university towns educational
work is carried on amongst the working classes by students and
other educated men who recognise that one of Germany's greatest
social evils is class alienation. In Berlin a band of students of
the Gharlottenburg Technical College led the way and the
university of Berlin quickly followed; since then the universities
of Strassburg, Gottingen, Munich, and Freiburg have taken np
the same work. The main idea Is to offer Instruction in
elementary subjects to adult workpeople who would be ont of
place in the ordinary continuation schools conducted by the
municipal authorities for young people. In Berlin the number of
suet working-men scholars has t In the course of five years in-
creased from several hundreds to a thousand during each winter,
the Intelligent metal workers forming nearly a quarter of the
whole*
It Is interesting to know what the Social Democrats them-
selves think of this conciliatory work* A contributor to the
Welt wrote a few months ago; " The work of these
students (they are only a small fraction of the whole, say 1 per
cent.) Is honestly meant and praiseworthy. An enlivening
breath of warm and Idealistic enthusiasm emanates from this social
work. Those who, like the writer of these lines, have looked
into the educational workshop cannot withhold the admission
that the endeavour of these young men comes from the heart,
The complete devotion to the work of popular education has also
the eyes of many a student, and repealed to Mm a
of popular power of which he never dreamed." Efforts
so                    can hardly foil to contribute in some measure to